
Second Grade 
 

 

Writing Experiences Summary: 

As students in 2nd grade develop their writing skills, they will use a variety of strategies to 

plan, revise, and strengthen their writing as they work independently and collaboratively 

with adults and peers to produce texts, and to learn about and develop their oral language--

written language and reading--writing connections. Students in 2nd grade should write for 

multiple purposes (to entertain, to explain, to persuade) and learn about various tools 

(print and digital) to produce, share, and publish writing. In all writing tasks, students will 

learn to use and to adjust language to best communicate ideas, content, and message to 

readers; that is, 2nd graders should be starting to learn about and practice enacting the 

distinction between conversational and academic language and their purposes and use. 

Students’ academic language skills, including written language, co-develop with content 

and world knowledge and through opportunities to read, write, and discuss with peers. As 

part of their writing development, students should continue to learn about how technology 

and digital tools for writing can increase learning and communication (e.g., use technology 

to write and explore concepts; be introduced to keyboarding, etc.). Please see the Lifelong 

Practices for Writers for examples of important lifelong writing habits that should begin in 
the early years and continue through life. 

 

• Write an opinion about a topic or personal experience, using clear reasons and 

relevant evidence.  

• PLEASE NOTE: Students in 2nd grade should understand the difference between 

opinions and arguments and begin to learn how to write arguments with claims and 

supporting reasons. For example, a student’s opinion could be “I like cupcakes.” A 

student’s claim could be “Cupcakes are the best snack.” A student’s argument could 

be “Cupcakes are the best snack because…” with supporting reasons and evidence.  

• Write informative/explanatory texts that introduce a topic, use facts and other 

information to develop points, use content-specific language, and provide a 

concluding statement or section.  

• Write narratives which recount real or imagined experiences or a short sequence of 

events, including details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings; use temporal 

words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.  

•  Create a response to a text, author, theme or personal experience (e.g., poem, play, 

story, artwork, or other).  


